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I 

- 

THE UGANDA NATIONAL ROADS AUTHORITY ACT, 2006 

An Act to provide for the establishment and operation of the 
Uganda National Roads Authority for the purpose of managing 
the provision and maintenance of the national roads network in a 
more efficient and effective manner; to render advisory services 
to Government; and for related matters. 

DATE OF ASSENT: 

Date of Comniencement: 

BE IT ENACTED by Parliament as follows: 

PA RI 1—PRELiMINARY 

Commencement 
This Act shall come into force on a date to be appointed by the 
Minister by statutory instrument. 

Purpose or the Act 
The purpose of this Act is- 

to establish the Uganda National Roads Authority; 

to facilitate the delivery of roads services; 

to create an environment that is conducive to the efficient and 
effective management of the national roads network and 
other services provided by the Authority; and 
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'i(d) to promote the potential for the continuous improvement of 

1 -4 'the services provided by the Authority. 
'. ki 

3 ,.PrIncIpIes 
TheAuthority shall, in achieving its purposes under section 2, take 
into account and give effect to the following principles- 

(a)the provision of its services in the most economic, efficient 
and effective manner; 

the management of its affairs in a businesslike and cost-
effective manner and in accordance with modern 
management practices and techniques and in particular, 
apply to its operations the best standards of financial 
management and accounting; and 

ensure that its operations are designed for the provision of the 
best services to its customers, while maintaining a high 
degree of responsiveness to their needs. 

4. Interpretation 
In this AcL, unless the conLext otherwise requires- 

"Authority" means the Uganda National Roads Authority 
established by section 5; 

"Board" means the Board of Directors appointed under section 8; 

"Chairperson" means the Chairperson of the Board appointed 
under section 8; 

"currency point" means the value assigned to a currency point in 
the First Schedule; 

"xeculive Director" means the Executive Director of the 
Authority appointed under section 18, or a person 
authorised to act on his or her behalf; 

"Minister" means the Minister responsible for roads; 
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National P]anning'Authority" means the National Planning 

Authotity provided for by the National Planning Authority 
'' 	 t Act2OO2; 	, 

'national road' s  means a road maintained by the Government; 

"national roads network" means the system of all roads 
maintained by the Government; 

'road" means any highway and any other road to which the 
public have access and includes- 

a bridge over which a road passes; 

a ferry, as defined in the Ferries Act and designated by the 
Minister for the purposes of this Act, by regulations made 
under Section 37(2)(k); 

a ship, as defined in the In land Water Transport (Control) 
Act, and designated by the Minister for the purposes of this 
Act, by regulations made under section 37(2)(k). 

PART 11-UGANDA NATIONAL ROADS AUTHORITY 

5. Establishment of Authority 
(1) There is established the Uganda National Roads Authority. 

(2) The Authority is a body corporate with perpetual succession 
and a common seal and may, for the discharge of its functions under 
this Act- 

acqui, hold and dispose of moveabic and immovable property; 

sue and be sued in its corporate name; and 

do all acts and things as a body corporate may lawfully da 

(3) The Authority shall be under the general supervision of the 
Minister. 
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Functions of Authority 

The funvtions of the Authority are- 
I 	 •1 	 •' 

to be responsible 4for the management of the national roads 
• 	network; 	' 

•1. 	 • 	 - 	
- 

- -- i 

to maintain and develop the national roads network; 

to advise the Government on policy matters concerning roads 
generally, and to assist in the co-ordination and 
implementation of the policy relating to roads; 

(ci) to contribute to the addressing of transport concerns in overall 
national planning through co-ordination with the relevant 
ministries, departments and agencies of Government; 

(e) to collaborate with 	international organisations, 
intergovernmental organ isations and agencies of other 
states and the private sector on issues relating to the 
development and maintenance of roads; 

(0 to enter into agreements or other arrangements with any 
person for the provision of roads services, subject to such 
charges as may be agreed upon; 

(g) to advise and assist the Minister, subject to such conditions 
as may be agreed upon, in regard to- 

any matter relating to the planning, design, construction 
and maintenance of roads, whether the roads are part 
of the national roads network or not: 

the establishment and maintenance of road reserves in 
accordance with the Roads Act; and 

the exercise of any power or performance of any duLy 
which the Minister may or is required to exercise or 
perform under this Act; and 
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(h) to perform any other function incidental or consequential to 

'its functions under this Act or as may be conferred on it 
'Utider this Act.  

•1• 	 1' 	- 	r 	.w 

(2) The Authority shall, to the greatest extent possible, and 
consistent with this Act,consult and co-operate with departments, 
branches and agencies of the Government and with utility service 
providers having duties, aims or objectives related to those of the 
Authority. 

7. Powers of Minister 
The Minister may give directions in writing to the Authority 

with respect to the policy to be observed and implemented by the 
Authority, and the Authority shall comply with those directions. 

The Minister may, after consultation with the Authority, 
direct the Authority, in writing, to undertake a road project or 
programme that is not part of the national roads network, and which 
the Minister considers necessary and in the national interest for 
improving accessibility to, or within, any area in Uganda. 

The Authority shall comply with a direction given to it by the 
Minister under subsection (2), subject to the funding of the road 
project or programme from moneys provided by Parliament or from 
any other source agreed upon by the Minister and the Authority. 

The Minister shall cause a copy of any directions given to the 
Authority under this section to be published in the Gazette and shall 

lay a copy of the directions before Parliament. 

8. Board of Directors 
(I) The Authority shall have a Board of Directors, which shall be 

the governing body of the Aulhority. 

(2) The Board of Directors shall consist of not less than five and 
not more than seven members appointed by the Minister with the 
approval of Cabinet. 
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: (3)The member-s appointed
. 
 under subsection (2) shall include- 

'T 

(a) tkà Exectitive Diteátor of the Authority, ex offiio; 
: 	 I- 14 ' C P40 

	

8) a mpresentiltive 	the 'Ministry responsible for roads 1  not 
7'• 	 the rankof Commissioner; 	I 	• 

• 	
- 

'(c) arepresentative of the Ministry responsible for finance, not 
below the rank of Commissioner; 

a representative of the National Planning Authority; 

a representative of engineers nominated by a professional 
body of engineers; and 

two representatives from the private sector. 

(4) The Minister shall appoint one of the members of the Board, 
other than the Executive Director, to be the Chairperson of the Board.' 

9. Qualifications of members of Board 
The members of the Board shall be persons of high moral 

character and proven integrity who are qualified in, and have had 
experience and shown capacity in management, business 
administration, financial management and roads matters. 

The Minister shall, in appointing the members of the Board, 
ensure that there is adequate representation of customer interests and 
a balance of skills, gender and experience among the members of the 
Board. 

The members of the Board shall hold office on terms and 
conditions specified in their instruments of appointment. 

10. Disqualification for appointment 
A person shall not be appointed to the Board who- 



74 	 tJgahdaNationa1 Roads Authorüy Ad . 	2006 
- 	 -, 	

- 	 -. 	 - 	 - 

-(a) hiibèer convictedrof  an
r  
offence:urlder thisActor ofan 

offence rnvolvnigldishonesty or fraud by 1  a competent 
'court in Uganda or elsewhere, 

i.aniindischarged bankrupt, or has made any assignment or 
'Ahat1gement with his or hercreditors; 	

I 

has been convicted of an offence and sentenced to a term of 
imprisonment for six months or more by a competent 
court in Uganda or elsewhere; or 

is a Member of Parliament, a Minister, a member of a local 
government council, or is a member of a regional 
assembly or a regional government. 

11. lenure of office of members of Board 
A member of the Board shall hold office for three years and 

is eligible for reappointment for one more term, except that of the first 
members to be appointed to the Board, three shall be appointed to 
hold office for two years. 

A member of the Board may, at any time, resign his or her 
office by letter addressed to the Minister, giving notice of not less 
than one month. 

The Minister may, at any time, remove a member of the 
Board only- 

for inability to perform the functions of his or her oflice 
arising from infirmity of body or mind; 

for misbehaviour or misconduct 

for incompetence; 



Act 	 Uganda National Roads Authority Act 	2006 
for absence without prior permission of the Chairperson, or 

without reasonable cause to the satisfaction of the 
Minister, for more than four consecutive meetings of the 
Board; 

for bankruptcy or insolvency; 

(0 for conviction of a criminal offence, in Uganda or elsewhere, 
in respect of which the maximum penalty exceeds six 
months imprisonment without the option of a fine; or 

(g) if information relating to the conduci of a member, which 
could have precluded his or her appointment if it had been 
made available to the Minister, is brought to the attention 
of the Minister. 

Where it appears to the Minister that there is cause to remove 
a member under subsection (3), the Minister shall notify the member 
concerned in writing and shall give the member an opportunity to 
submit his or her explanation to the Minister. 

A person removed under this section is not entitled to any 
bencflis that may be payable to him or her under section 13. 

Filling of vacancies of Board 
Where a member is removed from office under section 11 the 
Minister may appoint another pci -son qualified in terms of section 9 
to replace the member, and to hold office for the remainder of the 
term of the previous member. 

Remiuiieralion of members of Board 
Flie Chairperson and the mnembeis of the Board shall be 1aid such 
remuneration as may he specified in their instruments of apilointmnent. 

l'utictiniis of Board 
(I) The Board is responsible For the general direction and 

Supervision of the AutIioity. 
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(2) Without prejudice to the generality of subsection (1), the 

Board shall- 

oversee the operations of the Authority; 

advise the Minister on road-related policy and strategic 
issues; 

review and approve business and operating plans, budgets, 
reports and audited financial statements of the Authority; 

determine the ohectives and general per -formance of the 
Authority as set out in- 

(1) the business plan of the Authority; 

the strategic plan of the Authority; 

the annual plan of the Authority; and 

the performance agreement; 

(c) establish and approve rules and procedures for appointment 
promotion, termination, discipline, and terms and 
conditions of service of the staff of the Authority; 

(I) provide guidance to the Executive Director and staff of the 

A itt Ii on I y; 

(g) review the management of the Authority; and 

I Ii) liciorm an' other Function coniteirec! by this Act or which 
may he necessary for the proper implementation of this 
Act. 

(3) 'l'hc Board is, in the pciforrnance of its functions, responsible 
to the Minister. 
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15. Meetings of Board and related matters 
The Second Schedule has effect in relation to meetings of the Board 
and other matters provided for in that Schedule. 

16. Committees of Board 
(1) The Board may appoint committees of the Board- 

to inquire into and advise the Board on any matter concerning 
the functions of the Authority as the Board may refer to 
the committee; 

to exercise such powers or perfoi -m such functions of the 
Aiiihority as the Board may delegaic or refer to the 
committee under section 17. 

(2) A coinmillee appointed under subsection (1) shall consist of 
a Chairperson and other persons, whether members of the Board or 
riot, as the Board may determine. 

(3) The Board may require a committee appointed tinder this 
section to act ointiy or in co-operation with any other comirtilice. 

(4) Members of a conhrnittee appointed under this section may 
he paid such allowances as the Board may, with the written approval 

of the Minisici; determine. 

(5) Subject to any direction given by the Board, a conimiUee 

apiointcd tinder this section may regulate its own procedure. 

17. Delegation of Fiinctiiiis of Authority 

The Board iiiav, by instrument of dclegtion. delegate to the 

Cli ai rperson. a member ot t lie Board, an officer of the Ar ii Iiorily or to 

a coininillec established under section 16, any ol the powers, ditties 
or functions of the Authority under this Act. 

The terms and conditions regulating the exercise of the 

powers delegated under this section shall be contained in the 

iristrurnent of delegation. 
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A person aggrieved by the decision of a delegate in the 

exercise of powers under this section may appeal to the Board. 

A person shall, in the exercise of a delegated power under 
this section, comply with directions or guidelines as the Board may, 
from time to time, issue in writing. 

PART III—STArr OF THE AwEloRurY 

18. Executive 1)irector 
The Board shall have an Executive Director who shall be 

appointed by the Minister on the recommendation of the Board, on 
tcnns and conditions specified in h i s or her instninient of appointment 

The Executive l)iieetor may not engage in paid employrneni 
outside the duties of his or her office, except with the written approval 
of the Minister 

The Executive Director shall be a person of hi gh moral 
character and proven integrity, with the rclevaiit qualifications and 
experience relating to the lunctions of the Authority. 

19. 1Ltnctions of Executive l)irector 
(I) The Executive Director is responsible for the day-to-day 

operations and adimnistration ol the Authority. 

(2) Sub jeci to this Act and to the general supervision and control 

of thc l3oard, the Executive Director is responsible for- 

(a) rlic iniiplemenrtatron of the policies and prograrrirlies of the 

Autlrorilv and rcorlin on them to the Board: 

(ii) tire proper iinirageiitcnt of the Funds and properly of the 

Authoii ty; 

(c) the Orgariisatioii and cornilol of tire staff of the Authority; 

(U) the develop nient of an operating plan to guide tire Authority 
in achrievirrg its objectives; 
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co-operation with other lead agencies and organisations in 

the roads sector; 

(1) the development of an economic, efficient and cost effective 
internal management structure; 

proposing and implementing the strategic plan, business plan 
and annual plan of the Authority; 

ensuring that the policies of the Authority are implemented 
and that the agreed objectives, targets and service 
standards are met; 

providing advice as required on all matters within the 
Authority's responsibility; and 

(I) performing any other duty necessary For the implementation 
of this Act as may be assigned to h i m or her by the Board. 

(3) The Executive Director is, in the performance of his or her 

functions, answerable to the Board. 

20. I'enure of O111CC of Executive Director 
(1) The Executive Director shall hold office for five years and is 

eligible for re-appointment for one more term. 

(2) The Executive Director shall cease to hold ofFice if-

(a) he or she resigns; 

(h) lie or she is declared or becomes ban krtipt or insolvent or has 
iiiade an arrangement with his or her creditors; 

lie or she is convicted of a crininal olTciicc. in Uganda ni 
clscwheie, in respcct o f which t h e inaxinlum penahy exceeds 
six months impiisonnldnl without the option of a line; 

he or she is removed from office by the l3oard for- 

(i) inability to perform the functions of his or her office 
arising from infinruty of body or mind; 
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misbehaviour or misconduct; or 

incompetence. 

21. Other officers and staff of Authority 
The Board may, on the advice of the Executive Director, 

appoint other officers and staff of'ihe Authority as may be necessary for 
the proper and efficient performance of the functions of the Authority. 

The employees appointed under this section shall hold office 

on such terms and conditions as may be determined by the Board and 

specified in their insrumcnts of appointment. 

'l'lie l3oaid shall regulate the manner of appointment. terms 

and condil ions of service and the discipline of the staff appointed 

under this section. 

22. Consultants 
The Uoaid may engage consultants to serve as individual expert 
advisers oi as members of a committee of the Board established under 

section 16, as may be useful and approprialc for the Boai -d to 

discharge its responsibililics. 

23. Iruteulioui of rncmlwrs arni eniplovecs From persotial liability 

A nicmher of the Board or an employee of the Authority or a person 

acting on the dir -ectioiis of such a person is not personally liable for 

any act or omission done or omitted to he done in good faith in the 

exercise of the functions of ilic Authority. 

PART I \'—FINA'Cis 

24. Vu mis F Authority 
(I) The Funds of the Authority shall consist of-- 

(a) iliniuCy apl)rOpIiated by Parliament for the purposes of the 
Au thiori t y: 
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grants, gifts or donations from the Government or other 

sources made with the approval of the Minister and the 
Minister responsible for finance; 

revenue earned from activities of the Authority under this 
Act; and 

any other funds received by the Authority in the performance 
of its functions under this Act. 

l)uty to operate on sound financial principles 
In the performance of its functions under this Act, the Authority shall 
have due i-cgard to sound financial principles and shall conduct its 
business in a manner, that taking one transaction with another, and 
taking one year with another- 

(a) its 1 -evenuc is sti1Icicnt for meeting all charges, incliidiuig 
interest on capital and loans properly chargeable to revenue; 

(I)) sufficient provision is made to proViIe For depreciation of 
assCtS and 

(c) where any loss or had debt arises in respect of any 
transaction, provision is made in respect of other 
transactions, whether of a similar nature or otherwise, to 
offset the amount of that loss or debt. 

l'ower to open and operate hank accounts 
( I ) The Board shall open and maintain such kink accounts as are 

necessary for the perFoiniancc of tIne functions of the Authority. 

The l.xecti(ive ITheclor shall ensure that all nionicv received 

by oroni bcli:itioi the Aulliorily is banked assooli as [H-acticahlc alter 

bciiig received. 

'ftc Executive l)ircctor shall ensure that no money is 
withdrawn from or paid out of any of the Authority's hank accounts 

without the authority of the I3oard. 

PARLIAME!sJTARY LIBRARY 
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27. Borrowing powers 

The Board may, with the approval of the Minister given in 
consultation with the Minister responsible for finance, borrow money 
from any source as may be required for meeting its obligations or for 
the discharge of the functions of the Authority under this Act. 

The Authority may, with the prior approval of the Minister 
for the purpose of any borrowing under subsection (1), charge any 
asset or property of the Authority with the repayment of any money 
so borrowed. 

28. Investnient of surplus funds 
Any funds of the Authority not immediately required for any purpose 
under this Act may be invested in a manner, which the Board may, 
with the approval of the Minister, after consultation with the Minister 
responsible for finance, determine. 

29. Estimates 
(I) 'l'lic Executive Director shall, within three months before the 

end of each financial year, cause to he prepared and submi tied to the 

Board for its approval, estimates of (he income and expenditure of the 
Authority for the iiext financial year. 

(2) The Board shall, within two months of receipt of the 

estimates referred to in subsection (I), cause to he submitted to the 

Minister for his or her approval, the estimates of income and 

expenditure as approved by the Board. 

30. 1'ivancial year of Authority 
The financial year of ilic Atitlioiily is the period of ivvctvc months 

begiii iii rig on 1 lie I St iki y of J u lv in each year, and ending on ilic 30th 

day of J m inc iii ihe next caic ndar year. 

31. .&ccoumls 
(1) The Executive Director shall cause to be kept, proper hooks 

of accounts and records of the transactions of the Authority. 
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(2) Subject to any direction given by the Minister, the Executive 

Director shall cause to be prepared and submitted to the Minister and 
the Minister responsible for finance in respect of each financial year, 
and not later than three months after the end of the financial year, a 
statement of accounts, which shall include- 

a balance sheet, an income and expenditure account and a 
source and application of funds statement; and 

any other information in respect of the financial affairs of the 
Authority as the Minister responsible for finance may, in 
wliting, require. 

32. Audit 
The Auditor General or an auditor appoinied by the Auditor 

Geneiil shall, in each Financial year, audit the accounts of the Authority. 

The l3oaud shall erisuI -e that within four months after the end 
of each financial year, a statement of accounts described in section 
3 1(2) is submitted for auditing to the Auditor-General or an auditor 
appointed by the Auditor General. 

The Audilor General and any auditor appointed by the 
Auditor General shall have access to all books of accounts, vouchcrs 
and oilier records of the Authority and is entitled to any information 
and explanation required in relation to those records. 

Pi\RF V—MIScELLAtJE01JS 

33. PerI'oriiiaiice :lgrecmcn(s 
A pe!Thrmance agrceuieilt shall be riiadc between the 

Minister and the Aullinrily cniiccimng the Enallagelnent. by the 
Aiiilwrily, of the national roads network and shall include all the 
activities that are necessary to dcvclop and maintain the national 

ioads in a sat rslaclorv slate. 

The perfiititec agicenicul shall describe the key out l)tltS that 

the Authority shall achieve during any financial year, and the key 
outputs shall he defined in terms of pei -forniaiicc indicators and targets. 
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(3) The Minister may request for an independent report on the 

implementation of the performance agreement. 

34. Annual and other reports 
(1) The Board shall, not later than six months after the end of 

each financial year, make and submit to the Minister a report on the 
activities of the Authority during that financial year. 

(2) The report referred to in subsection (1) shall include- 

(a) particulars of activities, projects and programmes i -elating to- 

advice furnished or assistance rendered in terms o1 any 
agreement contemplated in section 6 and 

the management of the national roads netwoik 

(h) the extent to which any direction given by the Minister 
(hiring that financial year has been carried out; and 

(c) an assessnient by the Authority of its achievenients in 
relation to the performance agree inent. 

(3) The Authority shall submit to the Minister, together with the 
report referred to in subsection (I), the audited linancial statements of 
the Authority, and the auditor's report on those staIements. 

(4) The Board shall also submit to the Minister, such Ct!ler 
reports on its activities or on any other matter as the Minister may, 
from time to time, require. 

(5) The Minister saIt. iio 1:11 c r limo six mouths alter receipt ol 

the report uhrniUcd lo him or hem under subsection (1), table th 
report bet ore Parliamnert. 

35. OflicinI seal of Authority 
(1) 'lire oiheial seal of the Authority shall be in a lorm 

determined by the B oard. 
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The official seal shall, when affixed to any document, be 
authenticated by the signatures of the Executive Director and one 
other member of the Board and in the absence of the Executive 
Director, the person performing the functions of the Executive 
Director shall sign. 

An instrument or contract which, if executed or entered into 
by a person other than a body corporate would not require to be under 
seat may be executed or entered into on behalf of the Authority by- 

(a) the Executive Director; or 

(h) ally member of the Board or any other persoii if that member 
of the Board or other person has been duly atithorised by 
resolution of the Board to execute or cuter into the 
instrument or contract as the case may be. 

(1) Every document purporting to be an inistrunienit or contract 
exec inied or issued by or on behalf of the Authority in accoidaiice 
with this section shalT be deemed to be so CXCCUtC(i or issued until tile 

contrary is proved. 

Service oF documents 
Any not ice or document may he served on the Authority by delivering 
it at the office of the Executive Director, or by sending it by pie-paid 
registered post to the Executive Director. 

Regttlatioits 
!lie Minister nlay, Ofl tile rccommciidation of the l3oud, by 

stawiury iiislrnniicnit, make regulations generally Fur the belier 
canvui iiitu cued iii the provisions of this Act. 

Not\¼'ithnstandiiig the eiictaIiLy of subcctioii (I), regulations 

uiade uiidcr this sCdIiOn may provide for- 

(a) (he use. s:ttety or iiiaiiilciiaiidc 1)1 national inads; 

h) 11e erection 0 f structures on or near, over, or under na Ii onial 
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the fees to be charged under this Act; 

the drainage of streets, land, compounds and new buildings 

adjacent to national roads and deterrence of encroachment; 

the details to be included in the annual road programme; 

(Ii the removal, demolition or alteration of any projection or 
struclure obstructing a national toad or likely to cause danger 

or inconvenience to users of a national road or related facility; 

the towing or removal of any vehicle obstructing a national 

road; 

the employment and terms and conditions of service of stall 

of the Authority; 

the financial nianageinent and control of the allairs of the 

authority; 

the transfer, to the Authority, of asscts in accordance with 

section 39; 

the designation of ferries and siti ps for the purposes of this 

Act 

(I) the activities of other service agencies which impact on i -cads 

and road reserves. 

(3) Notwithstanding the Inierpreta! ion Act, regulations macic under 

this secion may prcsctiIe, in respect of,  a cniravcnhion of the 

rcgtihutioiis. it  pernrltv ni a fine 11111 exceeding two Iinnndicd currency 

or imprisouiiient not exceeding twenly-l'otir iiionlhis or both, trid 

iii tile case of a en ml inn i rig offence. an  additional lute not cxccccliiig live 

currelicy points in respect of each day on which the olThiicc conliilUS. 

38. Amcndnient uI Schediiks 
(I) 1Iic rvl iiiister 111 	by satutoiy inmstmuineiit. with the approval 

of Cabinet. amend the First Schedule. 
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(2) The Minister may, by statutory instrument, amend the 

Second Schedule. 

PART VI—TRANSITIONAL 

39. Transfer of assets and liabilities 
The Minister may, by statutory instrument, make regulations 

for the transfer to the Authority of the ownership or possesston of 
assets belonging to the Government which, by virtue of this Act and 
in his or her opinion, are necessary for the performance of the 
functions of the Authority. 

Upon the commencement of a statutory instrument made 
under subsection (1) and without further assurance, the Aurhot -ity 
shall, in respect of the assets transferred to it by the statutory 
instrument, have all the rights and be subject to all the liabilities 

attaching to those assets. 

40. Employees 
'ftc Authority shall, immediately alter time effective date of 

the operations, openly advertise vacancies for the purposes of 
recruitment of staff of the Authority in accordance with Pan .111 of this 
Act. 

The Minister may, within the period immediately before the 
coinniencement of the operations of the Authority, appoint any pcison 

to render services to the Authority for a period not exceeding one 

year. 

4 1 Existing Jaws 
Any law in existence imiriedialely hel'orc 111C couiiiig into force oh this 
Act relating to national roads shall have effect subject to such 
niodihca[ions as may he necessary to give effect to this Act, 

sClllDuLES. 
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SECOND SCHEDULE 

SECTION 1 

MEETINGS OF THE BOARD AND RELATED MATFERS 

1. Meetings of the Board 

(1)The Chairperson shall convene every meeting of the Board at times 

and places as the Board may determine and the Board shall meet for the 

discharge of busincss at least once in every three months. 

The Chairperson ulay, at any lime, convene a special meeting of the 

Board and shall also call a meeting within fourteen days, if requested to do 

so in writing by five members of the Board, and with the approval of the 

Mi rrisler. 

Notice of a Board riieelirrg shall be given in writing to each nicmnber 

at least fourteen working clays l,cFore the day of the meeting. 

The Chairperson shall preside at every meeting of the Board and in 

his or her absence, tire mnenirbcrs present may appoint a mtieniber frolli among 

tlrcnrr.seives to preside at the niceling. 

2. Qumorni in 

( I ) The quonniii for a iiicetiirg of the Board is two-thirds of the nienirbers. 

(2) All decisions at a meeting of tire Board shall be by majority of the 

voles of tire members present aird voting arid in case of arieqrrality of votes. 

tire person presid i rig at 1 lie meting shall have a cash rig vote in acklitioni to 

his or her deliberative votO. 

3. Ftinmilcs of urcc(iilgs 
(1) The Seccetary shall cause to he recorded aiiml kept. iiiinIutCS of all 

I l ie el imigs oF the 13oard in a form n approved by tire Hoaid. 

() The mrrimiimlei; iccuided uirdei this para_em apim slnril be cuhinitledi to lire 

Boaid Fom -  curulirinatir.uit it is next iureeiing following lit towhiicli tire riiiruleS 

iclnle and vhmen so emimnhiuined. shall lie signed ii)' tire Ciraiipei.soir and tire 

Secretary tn tire iieseirce ol the rrrermrheis piesert at ihiL alien imreeling_ 

4. Fower Iii en-opt 
Ucard miitry iirvitc any pcisoii wino, in tire opinrilmmr oldie P0,11 (1, 

has experI knrciviedge comrceririirg lire lrinctioirs of lire l3oard, to attefld and 

take pail iii a I I I cel i 1q, of I he Iboard. 
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THE REPUBLIC OF UGANDA 

I SIGNIFY my assent to the bill. 

.... 	 . 	 ..... 

Date of assent:. . 	
. . 
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THE REPUBLIC OF UGANDA 

THE NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS 
REGISTRATION (AMENI)MENT) ACT, 2006. 

An Act to amend the Non-Governmental Organisations 
Registration Statute, 1989. 

DATE OF AssENT: 

Date of commencement: 

BE IT ENACTED by Parliament as follows--- 

Short title 
This Act may be cited as the Non-Governmental Organisations 
Registration (Amendment) Act, 2006. 

Amendment of Statute No. 5 of 1989 
For the long title to the Non-Governmenta' Organisations 
Registration Statute, 1989, in this Act referred to as the principal 
enactment, there is substituted, the following- 

"An Act to provide for the registration of non-governmental 
organisations, to provide for the monitoring of non-
governmental organisations, to establish a Board for these 
purposes and for other connected matters". 
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3. Amendment of section 1 
Section I of the principal enactment is amended- 

by substituting for subsection (1) the following new 
subsection- 

"(1) No Organisation shall operate in Uganda unless it 
has been duly registered with the Board established under 
section 3 of this Act and has a valid permit issued by the 
Board; 

by inserting immediately after subsection (1) the following 
new subsections- 

"(la) Subsection (1) shall not apply to organisations 
which elect to register under the Trustees Jncorporation 
Act or the Companies Act; 

(ib) No organisation shall be registered by the Board 
without prior application having been made to the 
Registrar of Companies to have its proposed name 
reserved and approved for registration. 

(ic) Notwithstanding the provisions of sub-section (Ia) 
where an NGC) has submitted its application for renewal of 
a permit and paid the prescribed fees and the board has not 
made and communicated its decision giving the reason in 
writing, the NOC) shall continue its operations and shall he 
presumed to be operating with a valid permit." 

by substituting for subsection (3) the following new 
subsection- 

"(3) Upon the registration of an Organisation under 
this Act and the registration under this section, the 
Organisation shall become a body corporate with 
perpetual succession and with power to sue and be sued in 
its corporate name;" 
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by substituting for subsection (4) the following new 
subsection- 

"(4) An Organisation shall not be registered under this 
Act if the objectives of the Organ isation as specified in its 
constitution are in contravention of the law". 

by repealing subsection (5); 

by repealing subsection (6); 

by substituting for subsection (7) the following new 
subsection- 

"(7) An Organ isation which- 

contravenes any provisions of this Act; 

operates contrary to the conditions or directions 
specified in its permit; 

carries Out any activity without a valid permit or 
certificate of incorporation; 

commits an offence and is liable, on conviction, to a fine 
not exceeding twenty five currency points. 

(8) Where an Organisation commits an offence under 
the preceding subsection, any director or officer of the 
Organisation whose act or omission gave rise to the 
offence also commits an offence and is liable on 
conviction- 

(a) in the case of an offence under paragraph (a) of 
subsection (7), to a fine not exceeding fifty 
currency points or imprisonment not exceeding 
one year or both; 
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(b) in the case of an offence under paragraph (c) of 
subsection (7), to a tine not exceeding twenty 
currency points or imprisonment not exceeding 
six months or both." 

4. Amendment of section 2 
Section 2 of the principal enactment is amended- 

(a) by substituting for subsection (3) the following- 

"(3) The Minister may, in an emergency situation, 
exempt an Organisation from any of the provisions of this 
section; except that the exemption shall not include the 
payment of the prescribed fee." 

(b) by inserting immediately after subsection (3) the following 
new subsec6on- 

"(4) No exemption made under this section shall 
exceed a period of one year." 

5. Amendment of section 3 
Section 3 of the principal enactment is amended by substituting for 
subsection (2) the following new subsections- 

"(2) The Board shall consist of the following- 

three members from the public one of whom shall be a 
female; 

one member from each of the Ministries responsible for 
the following- 

internal affairs; 

justice and constitutional affairs; 

local governments; 

health; 
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agriculture, animal industry and fisheries; 

gender and social development; 

education and sports. 

one member from the office of the Prime Minister; 

one member from the Internal Security Organisation; and 

one member from the External Security Organisation. 

The persons to be appointed under subsection (2) shall 
be appointed by the Minister in consultation with the Minister 
responsible for the body referred to in that subsection. 

At least one third of the members in subsection (2) shall 
be female". 

6. Amendment of section 6 
Section 6 of the principal enactment is amended- 

by renumbering section 6 as section 6(1); 

by substituting for paragraph (a) the following-- 

"(a) consider applications for registration and 
incorporation by Organisation"; 

by substituting for paragraph (c) the following- 

"(c) guide and monitor Organisations in carrying out their 
services at all levels of Government; and 

by inserting immediately after paragraph (c) the following 
paragraph- 

"(cc) develop policy guidelines for Community Based 
Organisations" 

by adding the following new subsections- 



Non-Governmental Organisations 
Act 	 Registration (Ainendmern) Act 	 2006 

"(2) Community Based Organisations shall not be required 
to be incorporated under this Act but they shall register with the 
District administration of the area where they operate. 

(3) In this section, Community Based Organisation means a 
non-governmental organisation operating at a subcounty level 
and below, whose objective is to promote and advance the well 
being of its members or the community." 

7. Amendment of section 8 
Section 8 of the principal enactment is amended by substituting for 
"one month" the words "three months". 

8. Amendment of section 10 
Section 10 of the principal enacLment is amended- 

(a) by substituting for subsection (2) the following- 

"(2) The Chairperson or, in his or her absence, the 
Vice-Chairperson, shall preside at any meeting of the 
Board and in the absence of both the Chairpersofl, the 
members present may elect a member from amongst their 
number to preside at the meeting". 

(b) by substituting for "Chairman" and "Vice-Chairman" in 
subsections (1) and (2) the words "Chairperson" and 
"Vice-Chairperson" respectively; 

(c) by substituting for subsection (3) the following new 
subsection- 

"(3) The quorum at any meeting of the Board sh?ll be 
one third of all members of the Board". 

9. Amendment of section 12 
Section 12 of the principal enactment is amended- 
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(a) by inserting immediately after paragraph (b) the foil owing 
new paragraphs- 

"(c) prescribing the manner in which Organisatioris shall 
be wound up when they cease to operate; 

prescribing the duration and the form of a permit; 

prescribing the fees to be paid by an Organisation on 
application for renewaT of a permit; 

prescribing conditions and all directions that may be 
inserted in the permit; 

(b) by renumbering paragraph (c) as paragraph (g) 

(c) by inserting a new subsection (2) to read as follows- 

(2) Regulations made by the Minister under this 
section shall be laid before Parliament". 

10. Amendment of section 13 
Section 13 of the principal enactment is amended- 

by substituting for "Chairman" wherever it appears the word 
"Chairperson." 

by inserting immediately after the definition of "Chairman" 
the following new definition- 

"currency point" has the va]ue assigned to it in the 
Schedule to this Act". 

11. Schedule 
The principal enactment is amended by inserting immediately after 
section 13 the following new Schedule- 
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"SCHEDULE 

CURRENCY POINT 

A currency point is equivalent to twenty Lhousand Uganda Shillings" 



THE RPU8LIC OF UGANDA 

This printed impression has been carefully 

compared by me with the bill which was 

passed by Parliament and found by me to be a 

true copy of the bill. 

Clerk to Parliament 

. 
Date of authentzcatzon,................... 


